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DETROIT, MARCH 12, 1945 


DIGEST EDITION 


Automotive News, the Newspaper of the Industry, recognizes 
that spot news in wartime is more important to its subscribers 
than in peacetime, This is especially true since Automotive News 
has broadened its editorial policy to include also ordnance and 
aircraft news. To fulfill its 52-times-a-year obligation, AuTomortivs 
News publishes this Digest Edition. Necessarily, the news in 
this edition will be condensed. Alternate weekly editions, how- 
ever will carry news, illustrations, regular departments and 
advertising as heretofore. 

(Next Regular Edition, Including Truck Section, March 19) | 
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| Sparks | Anti-Coercion Teeth Kept in Neb. Bill 


Crippled Measure Seen Passing Soon Without Further Changes; 
Civilian Transport Gets Cut in Steel for Second Quarter; 
U.S. War Cutbacks Seen Lighter After V-E Day 


Reminder—Thursday is last day 

for income tax reports. 
Kk ok ik 

Capture of Cologne also liberated 
the Ford Motor plant a mile north 
of the city. 

* * 

If you can’t get the new 42-A 
Special Revised form from your lo- 
cal draft boards, try the state Se- 
lective Service director. He’s sup- 
posed to have adequate supplies 
now. 

* * * 
Mallon Fete 

Bill Mallon, NADA’s new presi- 
dent, will be honored at a testi- 
monial dinner March 14 by New 
Jersey dealers. 

co * ed 


Canada’s Market 

General Motors of Canada be- 
lieves that the dominion’s sales po- 
tential will be in excess of 200,000 
cars a year for many years, Mon- 
treal’s news and radio men were 
told last week. 

* * & 


Exports Off 
Exports of automotive equip- 
ment from the United Kingdom 
have been declining throughout the 
war years and, in 1943, were valued 
at about $2,368,300 compared with 
a 1938 valuation of about $52,276,- 
000, according to the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 
* * * 


Traveling Abroad 

American businessmen who de- 
sire to travel abroad may now file 
applications with the Bureau of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or any of its 
26 field offices for transportation 
in planes of the Army Air Trans- 
port Command or Naval Air Trans- 
port Service or water transporta- 
tion in War Shipping Administra- 
tion vessels. 


Flat Rate, Too! 

OPA’s new amendment to MPR- 
165 will make it necessary to show 
the number of hours used in the 
flat-rate calculation on service jobs, 
as well as the number of the oper- 
ation. 

Understood change is being made 
so that OPA can check calculations 
for accuracy. Previously it had 
been decided to require number of 
hours only on hourly rate jobs. 


+ 


Rent Ceilings 

Price Administrator Chester 
Bowles, appearing before the Sen- 
ate banking and Currency commit- 
tee last week, urged extension of 
the Stabilization Act to Dec. 31, 
1946. 

Bowles also asked Congress to 
approve a recommendation for 
placing commercial property rents 
under price control, adding that 
without control the commercial 
rent situation has become “acute.” 

* * * 


New Loan Czar 

Fred M. Vinson, economic stabil- 
ization director, was nominated by 
the President last week for the post 
of director of the Federal Loan ad- 
ministration, the job Henry Wal- 
lace couldn’t get. 

Appointment of Vinson completed 
the split-up of the jobs which were 
formerly held by the ousted Jesse 
Jones. Labor has fought Vinson for 
his rigid adherence to the Little 
Steel wage peg in deciding pay in- 
crease demands by the WLB and 
OPA. 


WLB Chief Davis has been nom- 
inated to succeed Vinson. 


Some of the confusion surrounding Ne- 
braska’s dealer-manufacturer licensing 
bill was cleared away last week, and it 
appeared that the measure, with a sec- 
tion prohibiting coercion of dealers by 
manufacturers retained, would be passed in the near future. 
Deputy County Attorney Farley Young, who represented 
dealers in preparation of the bill, predicted that it would 
get its third reading about March 15. Sen. A. J. Brodahl, 
a Ford dealer at Wahoo, said that the measure will doubt- 
less pass without further changes. 

However, a section which would require an exact state- 
ment of guarantee to be printed on the original and dupli- 
cate invoice was eliminated last week. Previously, regula- 
tory features and restrictions against fly-by-night used-car 
brokers were eliminated. Reports that anti-coercion sec- 
tions were killed were unfounded. Young said that opinion 
among dealers was divided, but he insisted that inclusion 
of anti-coercion clauses would benefit dealers more than 
advantages lost under sections that were eliminated. John 
Quinn, manager of the Nebraska Motor Dealers Assn., also 
asserted that sections licensing manufacturers and the re- 
quirement for corporate surety bond outweigh features 
stricken from the bill. Meanwhile, bills to license manufac- 
turers as well as dealers are under study in Texas and New 
York; bills to define more clearly a motor vehicle dealer in 
Maryland, Iowa, North Dakota, South Carolina, Montana 
and Pennsylvania, and bills to license dealers and salesmen 
in North Carolina and New York. A Massachusetts licen- 
sing bill was withdrawn after opposition from dealers. 


Anti-Coercion 
Section Retained 
in Neb. Bill 


Reduction of ODT controlled 
materials claims for the second 
quarter of 1945 in the civilian 
transportation program has 
been necessary because of the 
heaviest military requirements for steel since the beginning 
of the war, WPB disclosed last week. Recognizing that the 
cut comes at a time when the transportation system of the 
country is under a heavy strain to carry its wartime burden, 
WPB nevertheless said it was endeavoring to supply mili- 
tary needs, while at the same time maintaining a minimum 
civilian economy. Steel ‘for motor trucks for civilian use 
was alloted at 67,000 tons, which was described by WPB 
as adequate to cover the authorized ODT truck program 
for the quarter. The figure for truck bodies, trailers and 
third axles was cut from 31,800 to 23,500 tons. The WPB 
alloted 130,000 tons of carbon steel for automotive replace- 
ment parts instead of the 150,000 requested. This compares 
with a first quarter allotment of 155,000 tons. The tank- 
trailer program for a liquid transport by highway was pro- 
tected at 438 tons. 

Production difficulties, manpower shortages and increas- 
ing military demands for copper, steel and aluminum have 
resulted in the tighter situation for the second quarter, 


WPB Slashes Allocation 
of Steel to Civilian 
Transport Program 





News in Brief 


N. D. Bill Passes sponding month of last year, the 


Dominion Bureau of Statistics 
BISMARCK, N. D.—A house-  yenorts. During last year 158,117 
approved bill requiring a motor 


vehicle dealer to have an estab- pron ol wate | oan as can 
lished place of business before 4592 998 in 1942. 

being issued a license as a dealer e 

by the state motor vehicle reg- 
istrar, was passed last week by 
the state senate here. 


No Tire Boost 


WASHINGTON. — Production 
of civilian auto tires will stay at 
5,000,000 a quarter “pending clar- 
ification of the impact of the 
shortages carbon black and tire 
cord on future passenger tire 
output,” WPB announced Wed- 
nesday. 


Canadian Trucks Up 
MONTREAL. — Production of 
military and civilian trucks in 
Canada during January, 1945, 
totaled 13,745 units as compared 
with 12,530 in the preceding 
month and 13,702 in the corre- 











Draft Percent System 
Spells Catastrophe 


Automotive transportation faces its most critical man- 
power situation since Pearl Harbor, as a result of the 
decision of Selective Service to apply a universal percent- 
age in the drafting of men from all categories of essential 
occupations. 

The ranks of maintenance mechanics and operating 
personnel of the automotive transportation industry is 
already sadly depleted. A further major cut in these 
ranks would make it impossible for service shops to keep 
essential cars and trucks in operating condition and 
would put many more thousands of badly-needed cars, 
trucks and trailers on the “deadline” for the balance of 
the wartime period. 

* * * 

While car mortality has been only 13.18 percent to 
date, according to the latest registration figures, and 
truck mortality has been only 2.98 percent, according to 
returns from one-half of the states, maintenance shops 
have lost over 40 percent of their mechanics to the armed 
services and war industry. 

Embargoes on vital freight are on the increase every 
week by common carriers who haven’t the manpower to 
handle the volume offered. 

The rails and public transportation systems can’t ab- 


sorb any additional load without collapse. 
* * * 


To prevent transportation catastrophe, national Se- 
lective Service must instruct local draft boards to survey 
the manpower situation in each area very carefully and 
use extreme sound judgment in the number of men they 
take from automotive transportation. 


Above all, Washington must give the local boards the 
right to deviate from any overall percentage when tak- 
ing men from the listing of essential employes that each 
shop must submit under the new regulations. One key 
mechanic from an essential maintenance shop, employing 
three men, may be more crippling than one hundred men 
from a shop employing three hundred. 





with the result that some war procurement agency produc- 
tion programs may have to be modified, the Detroit WPB 
added. Despite reduction measures, it will be impossible to 
meet the full screened steel requirements of the military 
services without substantial increases in production, which 
WPB is trying to effect at the present time. Copper and 
aluminum requirements for the military are also rising and 
can be met only if additional manpower is found for the 
non-ferrous metal industries. Of all the controlled mate- 
rials, carbon steel supply is most out of balance with de- 
mands of claimant agencies. Military requirements have 
also necessitated a reduction in 1945 allotments of third 
axle attachments for civilian vehicles to 3,511 units, from 
0,934 units alloted in 1944, the regional WPB revealed. The 
Automotive division said that allotments were made by 
types of attachments. Producers of the gear-driven type 
were allotted 1,704 units; chain-driven type, 472 units, and 
trailing type, 1,335 units. 


* * * 


The end of the European war will bring 
a proportionately smaller cutback for 
the United States than Britain and Can- 
ada, it was reported last week in a 
United Press dispatch which said that 
the information was obtained from a high government offi- 
cial. Although emphasizing that no country would be al- 
lowed to jump the gun, the official was quoted as saying 
that Britain’s cutback after V-E Day is set at 30 percent, 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 2) 


U. S. to Get 
Lighter Cutback 
Than Allies 
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Ford Knock-Down Units Also Covered .. . 





OPA Authorizes Prices 


On International Trucks 


WASHINGTON. — OPA author- 
ization of maximum prices for In- 
ternational Harvester trucks and 
an amendment involving knocked- 
down Ford truck units were an- 
nounced last week in the Federal 
Register. 

International Harvester list prices 
under Regulation 136, MPR 136, 
are as follows: 


List price 
Chassis model No. Wheelbase _f.o.b. 
(inches) factory 

SO epee bebe 135 $ 900 
147 920 

159 940 

177 960 

195 995 

RP ie eke sew oes 6 134 1,585 
146 1,605 

158 1,625 

176 1,645 

212 1,730 

230 1,770 

248 1,860 

Lick ents dais is 137 2,400 
149 2,420 

161 2,440 

179 2,460 

197 2,480 

251 2,610 


To these prices, the seller’s dis- 


Iowa Bill Seeks 
Better Facilities, 
Higher Dealer Fee 


DES MOINES —Legislation to 
curb fly-by-night operators has 
been introduced in the Iowa gen- 
eral assembly. The bill in the sen- 
ate is Senate File 151 while the 
companion bill in the house is 
House File 252. 

Each bill amends the Iowa Motor 
Vehicle Dealers License Law in two 
particulars: It changes the defini- 
tion of a “place of business” which 
the law requires a person to have 
in order to obtain a dealer’s license, 
and it raises the present annual li- 
cense fee of an automobile dealer 
from $5 to $15. 

“Place of business” is defined in 
the present law as “a designated 
location wherein proper and ade- 
quate facilities shall be maintained 
for displaying either new or used 
cars.” This language was consid- 
ered. so indefinite that almost any 
kind of a place at the present time 
will meet its requirements with the 
result that fly-by-night operators 
and curbstoners have been selling 
used cars from vacant lots, back- 
yards and filling stations, points 
out Howard Sole, president of Iowa 
Auto Dealers Assn. 

The bill, which has been approved 
by the attorney-general and the 
Department of Public Safety, re- 
quires a place of business to be 
used solely and exclusively for the 
purpose of selling, displaying, offer- 
ing for sale or dealing in motor ve- 
hicles and to have a space in a 
fully inclosed building under roof 
for the display of not less than one 
motor vehicle and facilities and 
space therewith for the inspection, 
servicing and repair of not less 
than one motor vehicle. 

Sales of farm implements by an 
automobile dealer are not affected 

The purpose of the $10 increase 
in the dealer’s license fee is to give 
the Department of Public Safety 
sufficient funds to administer and 
enforce the law. 





Obituaries 


Jim Sullivan Dies at 73; 


Dean of Auto Editors 

BRIGHTON, Mass. — Services 
were held here Thursday for James 
T. Sullivan, 73, 
dean of automo- 
bile editors, who 
died March 5 fol- 
lowing a heart 
attack. He had 
been ill for about 
two weeks. 

Mr. Sullivan, 
who had been 
auto editor of the 
Boston Globe for 
42 years and was 
Boston correspon- 
dent for AuToMo- 
‘tive News for many years, joined 
the Globe in 1885. Boston dealer 
association members attended the 
services in a body, as did represen- 
tatives of the Automobile Old Tim- 
ers, Inc. 





Jim Sullivan 


count in effect March 31, 1942, may 
be applied. 

Allowances for dealers include: 

1. For extra, special and optional 
equipment which shall not exceed 
the allowance the reseller had in 
effect on March 31, 1942 for such 
equipment except that the allow- 
ance for cab, Model HF, shall not 
exceed the list price of $120 less 
the discount in effect on March 31, 
1942. 

2. A charge for transportation 
which shall not exceed the charge 
International may make for the 
transportation of the truck to the 
place of business of the reseller. 

3. Allowance to include federal, 
state and local taxes on his pur- 
chase, and sale, or delivery, of the 
applicable truck model, computed 
in accordance with the reseller’s 
method in effect on March 31, 1942. 


4. The reseller’s charge in effect 
en March 31, 1942, for handling and 
delivery. 

5. The dollar amount of all other 
charges or allowances which the 
reseller had in effect on March 31, 
1942. 


Under Amendment 4 to Revised 
Order 104, MPR 136, the following 
deductions are ordered when Ford 
units are sold knocked down: 

1. When chassis is delivered as 
knocked down material..... $55 
2. When cab is delivered as 

knocked down material..... 28 
3. When cowl is delivered as 

knocked down material...... 7 
4. When’ closed drive- away 
front-end is delivered as 
knocked down material..... e 
When stake body is delivered 
as knocked down material.. 18 
However, the company may 
charge an amount not to exceed 2.6 
percent of the maximum net selling 
price to cover additional expense of 
loading the knocked-down vehicle 
in railroad cars for shipment. 


on 


Mooney Returns 


To GM Posts 


NEW YORK.—Alfred P. Sloan 
jr., chairman of General Motors, 
announces that Capt. James D. 
Mooney has returned to General 
Motors and resumed his duties as 
vice-president, group executive of 
the corporation’s overseas opera- 
tions, a member of the administra- 
tion committee of the corporation 
and a member of the board of di- 
rectors. 





800,000 Synthetic Tires 


For Canadians in ’44 
WASHINGTON. — Canadian 
production of synthetic rubber 
tires for essential civilan uses in 
1944 amounted to 800,000 units, 
according to trade reports 
reaching the Dept. of Commerce. 
Natural rubber used in the 
Canadian rubber manufacturing 
industry during 1944 amounted 
to 10,000 tons compared with 
60,000 tons consumed in 1941. 








Device to Boost 
Power Built 
By Thompson 


CLEVELAND — Thompson 
products, Inc. soon will an- 
nounce an automatic fuel-saving 
device that is said to add as much 
as 15 units of octane power to 
gasoline and eliminate hot spots 
in the engine. 

Limited production of the new 
device has already been started 
for experimental purposes, but 
Thompson intends to make the 
new device, called the Vita-Meter, 
available to motorists and truck- 
ers generally as soon at material: 
and manufacturing facilities are 
available. It is hoped that the 
company will be able to go into 
regular production before the 
end of this year, according to 
Arch T. Colwell, vice-president. 

About 200 of the devices have 
been made to date and reports 
coming from some of the big 
fleet operators who have been 
operating vehicles equipped with 
the new vapor injector have been 
decidedly enthusiastic, claims 
Colwell. 

The Vita-Meter automatically 
introduces a flow of water and 
alcohol mix into the carburetor 
injection stream at times of en- 
gine strain and gives the engine 
an extra surge of power. The in- 
jection mix will be sold along 
with the device. 

Besides boosting octane power 
and cutting gasoline consumption, 


the Vita-Meter, Colwell said, aids | 
the engine clear of | 
deposits, | 


in keeping 
carbon and _= sludge 
eliminates hot spots in the en- 
gine, and clears the way for the 
development of high-compression 
engines in postwar cars and 
trucks. 

The device automatically turns 
on when the engine starts knock- 
ing. It fits between the carbure- 
tor and the intake manifold un- 
der present design but plans call 
for it to become an integral part 
of the carburetor itself when and 
if it is adopted as standard 
equipment for any vehicle. 





To Make Ceilings Work 


Philadelphia Dealers, OPA Join in Drive 
To Enforce Used Car Prices 


PHILADELPHIA.—Local! auto- 
mobile dealers and Office of Price 
Administration officials last week 
embarked upon an unprecedented 


program of cooperation in an effort | 


to make used car price ceilings 
work. 

At a luncheon meeting attended 
by top OPA men here and several 
hundred dealers, they agreed to 
take up the challenge implicit in 
this statement by Martin Bury, 
president of the Philadelphia Auto- 
mobile Trade Assn., sponsors of the 
luncheon: “Neither OPA nor the 
automobile industry will be able to 
get along without the other for at 
least two years.” 

The meeting, which was viewed 
as precedent-setting for other cities 
throughout the nation, acted affirm- 
atively on the following proposi- 
tions set forth by Bury: 

That there are three funda- 
mental reasons why price ceilings 
must be supported: 

1. To curb inflation. 

2. To prevent cars from leav- 
ing this area and thus avert a 
serious transportation crisis. 

3. To fight back against un- 
scrupulous dealers who are slow- 
ly but surely strangling the busi- 
ness of legitimate dealers.” 

And that the way to support 
the ceilings would be to take the 
following steps: 

1. Sponsor an advertising cam- 


paign to educate the public, each 
ad to show prices that will and 
can be paid, and each to carry an 
instructive statement by OPA. 

2. Form a compliance commit- 
tee of auto dealers (as distin- 
guished from enforcement) to 
work quietly with OPA in per- 
suading erring dealers to mend 
their ways. 

3. Work vigorously on enforce- 
ment when persuasion fails, as- 
sisting OPA to secure evidence 
in the cases of flagrant violators. 
In connection with the last, there 
seemed general agreement that if 
cooperation is wholehearted enough, 
OPA will stop spending time on 


devote all its enforcement facili- 
ties to tracking down flagrant 
cases. 


Tenn. House OK’s 
Eased Truck Limits 


NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The lower 
house of the Tennessee general as- 
sembly passed a bill liberalizing 
Tennessee’s truck weight law. Pas- 
sage came after proponents argued 





that a high weight limit was ne- 
cessary to aid rural sections not 
accessible to railroads. All but one 
amendment offered was voted 
down. The Senate had previously 
approved the bill. 


violations of a technical nature and | 
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Wis. Bill Tightens Restrictions 


MADISON, Wis. — Strengthening 
of the “place of business” defini- 
tion in the present Wisconsin stat- 
utes, tightening of the taxicab sale 
provisions, and increases in the 
cost of dealer plates as well as lib- 
eralization of their uses, are con- 
tained in a Wisconsin state senate 
bill offered by Sen. Frank Panzer 
of Dodge county, with the support 
of the automotive trade of Wis- 
consin. The bill is 151S. 

In redefining the legal require- 
ments for dealers’ premises, the 
proposal provides: 

“The motor vehicle department 
shall issue a certificate of registra- 
tion to an applicant for the sale of 


owns or leases a permanent build- 
ing wherein there are facilities to 
display or repair functional and 
nonfunctional parts of automobiles 
and where replacement parts, re- 
|pair tools, and equipment to service 
|automobiles are kept, and at which 
place of business shall be kept and 
maintained the books, records, and 
files necessary to conduct the busi- 
ness, and such place shall not mean 
residence, tents or temporary 
stands. 


“An approved service contract 
with an established repair shop 
having the above repair facilities 
and the requirements for replace- 
ment parts, repair tools and equip- 
ment to service automobiles shall 
serve in lieu of an applicant’s re- 


|pair facilities, provided that such 
|service connection is within reas- 
jonable distance from the appli- 


cant’s place of business, and pro- 
vided further that such service 
connection guarantees in writing 
the making of the repairs or re- 


|placements ordered by the dealer.” 


In suggesting an increase in the 
cost of dealer plates, the Wisconsin 
Automotive Trade Assn. follows out 
its coincident proposal to liberalize 
the definition of their permitted 
}use. Under the bill such plates can 
be used for private or for business 


Chrysler Tops 
Billion in 
War Deliveries 


DETROIT.—Chrysler sales last 
year were $1,098,073,025, topping the 
billion mark for the first time in 
history, the corporation’s annual 
report revealed last week. 


Net profit for the corporation and 
its wholly owned domestic sub- 
sidiaries totaled $24,819,489 in 1944, 
equal to $5.70 a share, a new high 
since 1941. Profit for 1941 was $40,- 
144,420. 


War deliveries accounted for $1,- 
036,082,839 of the 1944 volume. In 
|1943 sales were $886,467,702, in 1942 
|they were $623,655,208 and in 1941 
jthey were $888,366,410. 


Pa. Senate OK’s 
Car-Carrier Bill 


HARRISBURG, Pa.—The Tall- 
man-Dent bill to permit permanent 
operation of car-carrier vehicles 
jover Pennsylvania highways was 
|recently passed by the state senate 
here and sent to the house. 

| Pennsylvania’s present law gives 
the double-decker trucks, used to 
transport new and used passenger 
cars, the right to operate on the 
|highways only until the end of the 
year. 











\B7, C7 Gas Coupons 
Now Being Issued 

| WASHINGTON. — New supple- 
|mental gasoline ration coupons, B7 
|}and C7, are being issued now to 
eligible motorists by War Price and 
| Rationing Boards and may be ac- 
|cepted by dealers, the Office of 
Price Administration announced 
| last week. 


| Coupons E3 and R3, which are 


|are also currently being issued and 
|are acceptable now, and coupons 
B5, B6, C5, C6, E1, E2, Ri and R2 
|continue valid until further notice, 
OPA said. 





motor vehicles at retail only if he| 


for gasoline for non-highway use, | 


On Fly-by-Nighters, Taxis 


purposes, so long as the car in- 
volved is for sale. 

The bill would also strengthen 
the clause preventing the dumping 
of used taxicabs in the state by 
specifying that all cabs offered for 
sale must have the word “taxicab” 
stamped on the title as a protection 
to the purchaser. 


Under the present Wisconsin law 
such a requirement applies only to 
the cabs from other states and 
countries, and presumably it would 
not stand up on a constitutional 
test because of its omission of the 
state of Wisconsin from the re- 
quirement. 

In proposing an increase in the 
cost of dealer plates, the associa- 
tion is also acting in response to 
the suggestion of the Wisconsin 
motor vehicle department which 
|feels that it ought to have more 
|revenues to finance the administra- 
tion of the dealer organization 
laws. 

Bill 333a provides for a flat $12 

registration fee for the approxi- 
mately 700,000 passenger autos in 
| Wisconsin. 
Under the bill the new fee sys- 
jtem would become effective with 
1946 registrations, with the excep- 
tion that autos licensed at a lower 
|figure this year would continue at 
the lower amount. The bill would 
repeal the present weight classes 
numbering 12 in the Wisconsin reg- 
istration statute. Actually the pres- 
ent law makes for 24 classifications, 
since autos after five years are eli- 
gible for a 25 percent reduction. 








| Montana Enacts 
| Law to Fight 


Curbstoners 


HELENA, Mont.—H. B. 121, pro- 
tecting auto dealers against curb- 
| stone operators, has been signed by 
the governor and will go into effect 
Dec. 31, 1945. 

The bill, sponsored by the Mon- 
tana Automobile Dealers Assn., was 
jamended after barely getting by 
|the house, 41-37. The new portion 
|of the law is as follows: 


f “The term dealer shall mean and 
include any person, firm or corpo- 
ration engaged in whole or in part 
in the business of buying, selling, 
repairing and reconditioning either 
|new or used motor vehicles or both, 
|and who maintains a place of busi- 
jness with adequate facilities and 
equipment for the servicing, repair, 
maintenance and reconditioning of 
new or used motor vehicles, and 
also adequate display facilities for 
|at least one motor vehicle, and no 
| person, firm or corporation shall 
be issued a dealer’s license by the 
| registrar of motor vehicles unless 
|they qualify as a dealer as defined 
herein, provided however, that a 
|used car dealer only shall have an 
established place ‘of business and 
|need no facilities for repair, main- 
| tenance or reconditioning of used 
| cars, 

John J. Jewell, secretary of the 
|Montana association, pointed out 
that the used car operator does not 
need a building for display pur- 
|poses. “I believe the interpretation 
|would compel a new car dealer to 
| have such a building,” said Jewell. 
|“Nevertheless, the reputable fac- 
tory or distributor will demand that 


| the cars be displayed in an enclosed 
| building.” 





GM Offers to Buy 
Buffalo Air Plant 


WASHINGTON. — General Mo- 
tors Corp. has offered to purchase 
the aviation plant in Buffalo it now 
| is operating under government 
| lease, Attorney-General Biddle’s re- 

port to Congress on disposition of 
surplus U. S. property revealed 
| last week. 
Proposed sale of the plant by the 
| RFC would include facilities being 
operated by General Motors under 
agreement with the War Depart- 
ment. The purchase offer was sub- 
mitted to the Justice Department 
to learn if the sale would violate 
antitrust laws. 
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— WANTED 


SERVICE MANAGER for lerge OLDSMO- 
BILE Dealership, established 20 years in 
the suburbs of the metropolitan area of 
New York. Capable of taking full 
charge, must have pleasing character, 
aggressive and experienced. Excellent 
opportunity for now and post war. Reply 
Box 876, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 
26, giving experience, qualifications, etc. 
Salary plus bonus. Replies will be kept 
in strict confidence. 


TWO EXPERIENCED FORD MECHAN- 
ICS, with tools, can make $75 to $100 
a week. Sam Murray, Ford Dealer, 
Miami, Florida. 


FORD PARTS COUNTER MEN, experi- 
enced. Opportunities for quick advance- 
ment. Write Sam Murray, Ford Dealer. 
Miami, Florida. 


WANT AD DEPT., 





USED CARS FOR SALE 








100 CARS AVAILABLE at as is Hartford 
Ceiling Prices. These cars are in aver- 


PACKARD DEALER just starting business | | 
age condition, good assortment of mod- 


needs three PACKARD mechanics and 
one motor tune-up man. Permanent job 
—excellent pay—ideal living conditions. 
PACKARD MIAMI COMPANY, exclusive | 
Packard dealer for greater Miami area, 

1700 . Northeast conned Avenue, Miami, | 
Florida. | 


els and types. Immediate freight ship- | 
ment can be made. Ask for L. Snow, 
Capitol Motors, Inc., 368 Main St., 
Hartford, Conn. Phone 7-8144. 


1941 CADILLAC 7 passenger sedan. Model 
6733. Black finish which has never had | 
a scratch or mar. Heater and defrosters. | 
Driven 12,900 guaranteed miles. One of | 
the newest Cadillacs in the U. S. A.— 


ARE YOU THE MAN? We are looking for 
a man to take complete charge of Parts 
Department for Dodge-Plymouth Dealer, 
California Town, 100,000 population. 
con” faite Geet cane. eae Noun —we 55 Monroe Ave., 
who is aggressive and can sell. Give ex- | Cseeueny ess 
perience, references, age, draft status |} ——@#-——————_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_______ | 
and salary expected in first letter. All | 
replies treated confidentially. Box 885,| 1941 LINCOLN ZEPHYR business coupe. | 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 26. Perfect condition, as is ceiling price, | 

: also 41 Olds 6 Tudor. Kenneth Whit- | 
worth, Box 55, Oneida, N. Y. | 


BOOKKEEPER familiar with General Mo- 
tors System. Full charge in one of the 
fastest growing towns in U. S. Climate | 
ideal, good schools, churches, bathing 
beaches, fine opportunity for right man. 
King Oldsmobile Co., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 


1942 BUICK 71 ROADMASTER SEDAN, | 
17,000 miles. Body burned, will require | 
complete interior. Chassis including mo- | 
tor in perfect condition. $1,100. Bennett- 
Yorick Buick, Inc., 10318 Lorain Ave., | 
Cleveland, Ohio. 





EXPERIENCED GENERAL MOTORS 
PARTSMAN to take full charge Parts 
Dept. in one of the fastest growing 
dealerships in one of the coming towns 
of the U. S. You and your family will 
enjoy living in this land of sunshine by 
the sea. A real opportunity for an am- 
bitious man. King Oldsmobile Co., Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. | 


POSITION WANTED 
| BOGDA HAS 1942 FORDS. Thirty-five 2 


WILL LIVE ON WEST COAST AFTER | and 4 door sedans. Priced for immediate | 
THE WAR. 25 years’ experience in mfg.- | wholesale. Write at once. Bogda Motor | 
engineering sales around Chicago, De-| Co., 1018 N. Meridian, Indianapolis, | 
troit, Cleveland area. Age 46. Interested Indiana. 
in exesutive or sales position, oF part- |... 
nership. Salary or commission. Box 874, | WHOLESALE IS OUR BUSINESS Auction | 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit 26. | sales 1:30 PM EWT every first and third | 

Thursday. Can arrange truck shipment | 

in lots of four up to 400 miles. Let us 

put you on the mailing list. We buy) 
complete stocks anywhere in the mid-| 
west. We sell at as-is prices anytime. 

Capitol City Pontiac Co., 235 S. Grand | 

Ave., Lansing, Michigan. } 


LARGE ASSORTMENT, all makes, all) 
models, 35 to 42. Good shipping facilities. 
Gash-Stull Co., Chester, Pa. Phone Ches- 
ter 7812, Mr. Becker. | 





ROLLS ROYCE 5 passenger sedan, Brew- 
ster body, good tires, excellent mechani- 
cal condition, 38,510 miles, price $700. 
Purchased from original owner. Pinehurst | 
Garage Co., Inc., P. O. Box 950, Pine- | 
hurst, N. C. Chevrolet dealer. | 


| 
| 
| 


SALES EXECUTIVE seeks new opportunity 
with automobile manufacturer. Experi- 
enced in all phases of the wholesale 
operation through 20 years direct asso- 
ciation with domestic and foreign mar- 
kets. Would consider foreign assignment. 
Canadian, 42 years of age, available at 
once for personal interview and in ap- 
proximately 3 months for active partici- 
pation. Box 888, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit 26. 








WHOLESALING 1939 to 1942 CARS. Sam 


Works Manager or Factory Greenfield, Auto Merchandiser in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, for over 25 years. 6700 Euclid 


Manager Ave., Henderson 0232. 
Man with proven ability to organize and | ——————___________—__ | 








operate manufacturing plants will be | 
available in April. Box 884, c/o Auto-| WIDE VARIETY PASSENGER CARS, 1934- 
motive News, Detroit 26. | 1942. Below ceiling. Wholesale only. Send | 


for list. Consolidated Bus & Equipment 
Company, 420 Lexington Ave., New York, | 
ie Es | 








BUSES FOR SALE | 


GOVERNMENT SURPLUS—150 brand new 
Wayne all steel bus bodies, list $1,335, 
our price, car-load lots of six, $325. Also 
wide variety buses at wholesale. Wire 
Consolidated Bus & Equipment Co., 420 
Lexington Avenue, New York City. MU 
3-9297. 


ee Oe OR Ene eer ee 
stock on | 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 





WANTED HEYER FORD LAB SET with | 
stroloscope, and complete recalibration 
of the distributor testing, in good con- 
dition. Wire or Write A. L. Englander 
Motors, 15215 Kinsman Rd., Cleveland 
20, Ohio. 


snecniaaichatipimaetian 





every description. Always a 

hand. Call, write, wire. Queen City | 1 FORD CAMSHAFT PUSHING REMOVER, 
Chevrolet Co., Middle West Bus Head-| 1 Ford Clutch Compressor with Pilot, | 
quarters, 312 E. 6th St., Parkway 4880,| 1 Ford Manifold Riser, 1 set Ford | 


Shackle Tools for Passenger Cars, 1 Ford 
King Pin Remover, 1 Ford Valve Refac- | 
ing Machine, 1 Ford Laboratory Test Set 
with Stroboscope, 2 sets Ford Brake 
Tools, 1 Ford Generator Lathe, 1 Ford 
Motor Lifting Hooks, 1 Ford Motor Stand 
and Base, 1 set Ford Motor Lifting Fix- | 
tures for model ‘60’’ and ‘85,’ 4 4-ton 
Hydraulic jacks. LEO GRABSKI CoO., 
| 5335 Broadway Ave., Cleveland 4, Ohio. 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio. 
TRUCK EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


| 

MODEL WAI118 White truck cab, 1944 

model, Hercules YXC 4% inch motor, 

Graco motor vitalizer, two Baldor quick | 

chargers. Above material slightly used. 

Verkler-Peyer Co., S. Jefferson Ave., 
Peoria 6, Ill. 


USED CAR PRICE co 
FORMS | 


These forms, which include the latest amendments, are available for | 

quick delivery from three convenient locations. | 

Price Tags for Passenger Cars—Form 610-11: 100, $1.25; 200, $2.00; 500, | 
$4.75; 1,000, $7.75. 

Price Tags for Commercial Vehicles—Form 609: 50, 75c; 100, $1.25; 200, | 
$2.00. 

Dealer’s Warranty for Passenger Cars—Form 612: 100, 85c; 200, $1.50; 
500, $3.50; 1,000, $6.00. 

Dealer’s Warranty for Commercial Vehicles—Form 612CV: 50, 55c; 100, 
$1.00; 200, $1.75. 

Certificate of Transfer for Passenger Cars—Form 613: 100, $1.25; 200, 
$2.00; 500, $4.50; 1000, $8.00. 

Certificate of Transfer for Commercial Vehicles—Form 614: 50, 75c; 100, 
$1.25; 200, $2.00; 500, $4.50. 

Surrender of Gas Coupons—Form 615: 100, $1.25; 
1,000, $8.00. 

For Quick Delivery Send Check With Order to Nearest Norick House. 


NORICK BROTHERS 


Standard Accounting Systems and Forms for Automotive Dealers 


$125 Se. Avalon Ave., P. O. Box 1125, P. O. Box 409, 
Chicago 19, Ill. Oklahoma City 1, Okla. San Francisco 1, Calif. 











200, $2.00; 500, $4.50, 





care of Automotive News, Detroit 26, Mich.” 


| WANTED—1939-40-41-42 Ford truck cabs. 


| FIRE JOBS WANTED. 


| 1706 7th St., 
ba 
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Reaching an estimated 50,000 readers engaged in all branches of the automotive industry from Maine to California. Low Rates: 


TEN CENTS (10c) PER WORD for one insertion or 25c per word for 3 insertions. Cash in advance. Count initials and groups of 


numbers as one word. Ads may be signed with your full name and address at regular rates, but if signed “Box No. 


add one Dollar ($1) per insertion for this 
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AUCTION 


BEN FISHEL AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTION COMPANY 


at 10:30 a.m. 
Every Tuesday — Rain or Shine 


Used Cars and Trucks On Hand 
At All Times 


FOR DEALERS ONLY 


WE BUY WE SWAP WE SELL 
COME BUY COME SELL 


Phones 127-128-591 
2112-14-16 Sycamore St. 
Cairo, Tl. 








TRUCKS WANTED 








W. Wallwork, 319 


Write or wire W. 
North Dakota. | 


Fifth sd N., Fargo, 


PARTS WANTED 


ONE CYLINDER HEAD for 1940 GMC | 
AC101, new or used. Crescent Motor | 
Sales, Inc., 425 Broadway, Revere, Mass. 


| WANTED NEW OR USED 1942 Chevrolet | 


passenger car body. Empire Motor Co., 
Inc., 102 S. 6th St., Vincennes, Ind. 


TOP FRAME COMPLETE for 1940 Mercury 
Convertible Coupe with or without cover- 
ing. Also two underseat gas tanks for 
1941 Chevrolet truck cab. Bill Holler 
Motor Sales, 550 South Boulevard, De- 
Land, Florida. 


ONE OR MORE grille assemblies for 1942 
International K6-K7. Boeker-Dodge & 
Plymouth, Petersburg, Illinois. 

WANTED—Two Rear Doors for 1941 Chrys- 
ler Town and Country Station Wagon. 
Treegoob Motor Company, 321 North 
Broad Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: 1938 Buick 46 Series | body in in | 
and outside. | 


perfect condition inside 
Chas. H. Jenkins & Co., Aulander, North 
Carolina. 


1941 CHEVROLET CENTER GRILLE 
MOULDINGS. Solid heavy die 
highly polished, looks like chrome, re- 
sembles original, guaranteed perfect fit, 
wholesale only, immediate delivery— 
$1.50 each net. No orders shipped less 
than 12. Brown Bumper and Grille Co., 
5020 Euclid Ave., Cleveland 3, Ohio. 


USED AUTOMOBILE and TRUCK PARTS. 
Southland Iron and Metal Co., P. O. Box | 
868, Norfolk 1, Va. 


USED CARS WANTED | 


| WE WILL BUY YOUR ENTIRE STOCK | 


of used cars from '37 to '42 models at 
Region ‘‘A’’ base prices. Send your com- 
plete inventory list to Keller Motors, 2750 
West Alameda, Denver 9, Colorado. 


SEVEN PASSENGERS, limousines, large | 
fives; cars must be clean. Prices | 
reasonable. McCLINTOCK - CADILLAC, | 
Lansing, Mich. 


DEALERS ATTENTION: Wanted 1940, ’41, 
‘42 Models in Ewuick Super, Century, 
Roadmasters; Cadillacs; Oldsmobile 8's; 
Packard 8's, Clippers; Chrysler 6 all 
models, New Yorkers, Imperials; De- 
Sotos, Mercury, Studebaker all models— 
or any other larger cars. All body types. 
You may have some of these on hand | 
or have available at a quick profit. Must | 
be fairly clean, no wrecks. Radius 500 
miles. Call, wire or write condition and 
price: Mr. Wolfe, Kearney Oldsmobile 
Co., North Capitol and New York Ave., 
Washington, D. C. Phone: Republic 6444. 

WANT 1939 to 1942 CARS, regardless of | 

condition. Sam Greenfield, 6700 Euclid | 

Ave., Cleveland, Ohio. Henderson 0232. 


’41 and ’42 only. | 
Write or wire complete description of car | 
and fire damage. Worth Motors, Inc., 19 
Grand Ave., Englewood, N. J. Att. Mr. 
W. W. Stillman. 


PACKARD OR PIERCE ARROW PHAE- 
TON, late model. Must be clean. Box 
887, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 26. | 


WE WILL BUY any number of good used | 
cars. Will pay full Region-A base price 
on all late models. Send us your inven- | 
tory list. McCulloch Pontiac, 8004 Lorain | 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio. 











WANTED - WANTED WANTED 
NEW AUTO RADIOS & AUTO HEATERS | 
Need unlimited quantity of NEW Auto 
Radios and Heaters (Stewart-Warner gaso- 
line and dash type hot water heaters). Will 
pay cash. Write for full particulars . . 


| price, quantity, makes, etc. 


MANHATTAN AUTO & RADIO CO. 


cast, | 





ACCESSORIES FOR SALE 





Just received, rubber floor mats, Univer- 
| sal felt back, small $2.75, Medium, $2.95, 
| extra large, $3.25, Tire Pumps $2.75, 1941 
| Chevrolet chrome painted, Universal right 
|or left running board mouldings, $1.15, 
1942 Chevrolet chrome painted running 
board mouldings, $1.50. Seat covers for ll 


Pm 


address and extra service as replies are 


cars (fibre; leather trim) couches and 
sedans, $10.75, Coupes, $6.95, chrome 
aerials, 66-in., 2 post, side cowl type, $3.25, 
fog lights, sealed beam, $3.75, Outside 
rear-view mirrors. chrome, round or ob- 
long, $1.85 


1937 to 1940 and 1941 and 1942 Chevrolet 
water pumps, $3.95, Ford and Chevrolet 
plastic rubber pedal pads, 32c¢ per pair, 
| Goodrich and other standard brand tubes, 
600x16 only $2.65, 650x16 at $3.10. Sealed 
Beam adapter kits for all cars, only $5.91 
| complete, less relays, Headlight relays $1. 
(Converts pre 1940 head lamps to Sealed 
Beam, adds 50% greater lighting efficiency). 


Ford Dealer 


Will purchase any amount 
1944 new Ford trucks, less 
5%. Inquiries from Dealers 
within radius of 300 miles 
from New York solicited. 


Anchor Tire & Supply Co. 
8830 St. Clair Ave. Cleveland, O. 





DEALERSHIP WANTED 


DEALER—16 years experience, age 37, de- 
sires Chevrolet franchise somewhere in 
New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado or im- 
mediate vicinity. From 100 to 400 car 
contract would be OK; in case of large 
deal would consider buying half inter- 
est, devoting time to managing in full 
now and later or taking charge of Sales 
Department in Post-war era. Cash avail- 
able for purchase and past experience 

| with Chevrolet would insure approval of 

| factory. Health of family necessitates 
| above location. All replies treated strictly 
confidential. Address Box 883, c/o Auto- 

motive News, Detroit 26. 


Lasky Motor Car 
Corporation 


90 Montrose Avenue 
Brooklyn 6, N. Y. 








WANTED TO BUY 


All Makes and Models of New 
Trucks, 


Desire to purchase any size deal- 
ership, prefer South or Southwest 
states. Have years of experience in 


Also New Bus Chassis. 
the automotive field. Will buy prop- 
BEN FISHEL AUTO COMPANY, erty involved, if required. Replies 


2114 Sycamore Street, Cairo, Illinois | | Comtiioastint. Box 8386, c/o Automo- 








EQUIPMENT FOR SALE | 





MISCELLANEOUS 


BENDIX-FERAGEN Frame Straightening 


Machine. Heavy duty type with all equip- | Grinding & M ne. 


JOHN P. HUGHES MOTOR CO., INC., 
801 Commerce 8t., Lynchburg, Virginia. 


ment and accessories. Will handle 
trucks. Korte Studebaker, 324 W. Adams, 
| Phoenix, Arizona. 





HYDRAULIC HOIST, Curtis 4 ton free| FLEXIBLE TUBING, % to 5 inches in 


wheeling and ALEMITE lub. high pres- diameter. Dealer’s price 10 cents per 
sure outfit complete including overhead foot. NOTTINGHAM AUTO PARTS CO., 


swivel and all guages. $500 for both. | 1606 West 25th St., Cleveland 13, Ohio. 
STIVERS-PONTIAC, ORLANDO, FLA. | HAVE YOU DISCOVERED the advertising 

| value of an antique automobile? Send for 
list. W. R. Slack, 11 Hickory Drive, 
Stamford, Connecticut. 


WANTED: ANY AMOUNT up to 10,000 

yards fibre seat cover material—widths 
| 36 to 64 inches. San Antonio Buick Com- 
| pany, 501 Broadway, San Antonio, Texas. 


BUSES WANTED 


FOR SALE—1 Used Bendix Cowdrey 4 
wheel brake tester, Ramp back off type, 
6 inch single faced dials, % H.P. Motors | 
Model No. 112000, with 2 front Robinson | 
Air Jacks. LAWDER BROS., INC., 6900 | 
Vincennes Ave., Chicago 21, ‘mM. 


DODGE-PLYMOUTH NEON 7 ft. horizon- | 
tal sign. Bear Wheel Balancer. Thompson | 
Magnaliner. Alemite Grease Dispensing 
Set. Weaver Headlight Machine. R. L. 
Moncrief, Billings Road, R. D. No. 2, 
Willoughby, Ohio. 


WANTED—BUS CHASSIS, current models, 
Fords, Chevrolets, Internationals, any 
wheelbase, OPA ceiling prices. Wire col- 
lect, American Body & Trailer Company, 
1500 Exchange Avenue, Oklahoma City, 


STATION WAGONS WANTED Oklahoma. 


WILL PAY RETAIL PRICE for new Ford 
School Bus Chassis, 194-in. wheel base. 
Wire or write Kinsel Motor Company, 
Ford Dealer, Beaumont, Texas. 


WANTED STATION WAGON. Information 
desired on any year or make. Write giv- 
ing details, Purchasing Dept., Westing- | 
house Electric Company, Sharon, Pa. | 








WANTED 
FIELD SALES EXECUTIVES 


Room for few top-calibre men who can direct field activities 
and administer factory policies. After-market for original 
equipment automotive units and parts. Distribution of products 
now established through leading automotive wholesalers. Re- 
quire men who can direct and train junior salesmen. 

Opportunity now, and especially post-war... 

Largest, best known manufacturer in its field. 
Correspondence confidential . Write 
Box No. 867, c/o Automotive News, Detroit 26, Mich. 











USED CAR PRICE CONTROL FORMS 


Including Amendments—1 to 5—Effective March 1, 1945 


Certificates of Transfer...............--+--+s00- $1.50 per 100 
Tags—Combined—4” x 8”... ........- 00 eee eee eeee $2.45 per 100 
Warranty—In Duplicate .................-++00:: $2.35 per 100 


OF EACH 
FORM 


YOUR BEST BUY 
ORDER GROUP “B” 


$14.50 


Prepaid if Check Enclosed—Otherwise C.O.D. Plus Postage 


MODERN SELLING METHODS CO. 


P. O. BOX 666 LOUISVILLE 1, KY. 


250 








N.W. Washington 1, D.C. 
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Labor Showdown 


Industry Believes the Time Has Come 
For Public to Get Full Story 


By Robert M. Finlay 
Managing Editor 

DETROIT.—Convinced that it is 
time for the country to know the 
truth of the shameful interference 
of the UAW-CIO with war-goods 
productivity, the auto industry in- 
tends to take off the gloves at the 
Mead War Investigating committee 
hearings which were slated to open 
here last Friday. 

The problem of human relations 


Service Keynotes 
Auto Conference 


In Canada 


MONTREAL.—It will take three 
years from the start of production 
to make five million new cars, E. 
M. Sheehan, director of the Na- 
tional Standard Parts Assn., said in 
an address to the Canadian Auto- 
motive Wholesalers Assn. and Ca- 
nadian Automotive Suppliers con- 
vention held here last week. Five 
hundred delegates attended. 

Sheehan pointed out that the 
automobile industry in the United 
States is looking forward to the 
greatest boom in the history of 
the industry at the end of the 
war. 

Stressing the value of service, he 
urged wholesalers to take steps to 
retain the business they have built 
up during the war. 

“Survey the men you now have 
and put them in positions where 

you will get the most from them,” 
Sheehan said. “Make provisions for 
servicemen, for they have been 
trained better than you could ever 
train them.” 

Sheehan recommended that 
workers be put under an incen- 
tive plan, either bonuses or profit 
sharing of the business. 

William P. Butt, president of the 
Motor Equipment Wholesalers 
Assn., said that wholesalers must 
pool their strength to survive ag- 
gressive competition after the war. 

“We will need competition insur- 
ance after the war,” he said. “We 
are not going to stand passively by 
while subjected to unfair and dis- 
criminatory tactics. No other asso- 
ciation can distribute as well as the 
wholesalers.” 

C. G. Keyes, national president 
of the wholesalers association, 
emphasized that the standard of 
service of the wholesaler of auto- 
mobile parts must be raised to 
meet postwar competition. 

“The wholesalers goods must be 
made more readily available to his 
customers,’ Keys explained. “This 
suggests a rearrangement of terri- 
tory, possibly more branches and 
smaller territories.” 

B. W. Ruark, general manager of 
the Motor Equipment Wholesalers 
Assn., gave the delegates advice on 
selling. 

Several round-table discussions 
were held at the three-day conven- 
tion, during which time govern- 
ment officials advised the confer- 
ence on various government regu- 
lations. 

In an election of officers of the 
wholesalers association, L. Cote, 
Automotive Electric Co., Ltd., was 
named president; R. Delisle was 
elected vice-chairman, and P. 
Gravel, treasurer. 

Directors elected were A. LaGlois, 
and P. Perkins. 


Hudson to Hold 


Service Meeting 


DETROIT.—Long-range plans 
for maintaining automobile service 
at a high level in the fourth year 
of war will be discussed at a con- 
ference at the Book-Cadillac Hotel 
here Monday, March 12, between 
sales, advertising and service exec- 
utives of the Hudson Motor Car Co. 
and Hudson distributors and field 
representatives from this area. 

The program will be presented 
by G. H. Pratt, Hudson general 
sales manager;, M. M. Roberts, ad- 
vertising manager; T. H. Stam- 
baugh, director of national service 
operations, and C. C. McKellar, 
manager of parts and accessory 
merchandising. 

To feel the pulse of the industry, con- 


sistent reading of Automotive News is a 
necessity. 





is the biggest problem of produc- 
tion today—and now it is being 
faced directly. 

Speaking for industry, George 
Romney, managing director of 
the Automotive Council for War 
Production, will document his 
presentation with specific in- 
stances of a militant minority in 
the auto plants thwarting the de- 
sire of the majority of the work- 
ers to produce more, breaking 
down morale and crippling man- 
agement’s authority in the plants. 

Ninety percent of the grievances 
in plants have been found to in- 
volve 5 percent of the workers. 

Management believes that unless 
it is stopped the union policy even- 
tually will lead to a corporate state. 

Although management now be- 
lieves that union excesses in war- 
time have caused public opinion to 
swing away from unionism, it also 
realizes that if it is to obtain public 
support it must tell the public the 
facts and stick to them. 

Previously, the public has been 
confused by stories of unionists 
loafing in plants and examples of 
revolt, and then failure of some 
companies to back up the stories. 

This time, it is believed, there 
will be no backing away. 
Industry’s object in its presenta- 
tion is to get a modern, balanced 
national labor policy to establish a 
foundation for the management- 
labor relationship essential to the 
country’s future if it is to fulfill its 
destiny. 

As the five senators met in the 
federal building, 13,000 workers 
were on strike at Briggs, 3,000 at 
Graham-Paige and a third strike 
in less than a month was threat- 
ened at Thompson Products. Some 
1,000 workers had just returned to 
the Detroit Aluminum and Brass 
Co., while thousands of Dodge 
strikers had returned a few days 
before. 

All of the strikes started over 
disciplinary action against work- 
ers. Records of one large auto 
firm revealed that 52 percent of 
the total work stoppages in its 
plants in 1944 resulted from dis- 
ciplinary actions, compared with 
16 percent in 1940. Of manhours 
lost during 1944 because of stop- 
pages, 83 percent arose out of 
disciplinary cases, compared with 
4 percent in 1940. 

George Addes, acting president of 
the UAW, has countered with 
charges that management is using 
the war to destroy unions. This 
management men deny, asserting 
that they believe collective bargain- 
ing is here to stay and that they 
will present their case to the Mead 
committee on that premise. 


Ford Loses War Order 
For New P&W Engine 


DETROIT.—U. S. Army has re- 
neged on a $50,000,000 order placed 
with the Ford Motor Co. for the 
manufacture of Model C Pratt & 
Whitney aircraft engines. The en- 
gines were to have been produced 
at the Rouge Plant now engaged 
in turning out the slightly less pow- 
erful B engine of the same make. 
Present production is expected to 
end by fall. 


Postwar Synthetics 
Goodyear Sees Demand 
For All Facilities 


LOS ANGELES.—By research 
and intelligent planning, most of 
the war time capacity of American 
synthetic rubber plants can be kept 
busy after the war in the produc- 
tion of needed rubber and plastics, 
Dr. R. P. Dinsmore, vice-president 
in charge of research and develop- 
ment of the Goodyear Tire & Rub- 
ber Co., said here in and address to 
the California section of the Amer- 
ican Chemical Society last week. 

A substantial portion of. exist- 
ing capacity, perhaps 50 percent, 
will be needed for synthetic rub- 
ber even after natural rubber be- 
comes available and possibly half 
of the remaining surplus can be 
utilized in the plastic field, Dins- 
more indicated. 

Dinsmore urged American indus- 
trialists and chemists to do every- 
thing in their power to foster the 
synthetic rubber industry. 


Studebaker Nets 
4 Million on 
415 Million Sales 


SOUTH BEND. — Studebaker 
Corp. and its subsidiaries in the 
year ended Dec. 31, 1944 earned a 
consolidated net profit of $4,038,116 
after provision of $1,500,000 for 


contingencies and after all charges, | 


including depreciation, interest on 
bank loans, committment fee under 
VT-loan credit agreement, addi- 
tional compensation expense and 


provision for federal income and | 


excess profits taxes. 
This is equivalent to $1.74 a 


share on 2,324,477 shares of com-| 


mon stock outstanding at the end 
of the year. It compares with a net 
profit carried to earned surplus in 
1943 of $2,835,426, equivalent to $1.23 
per share on the 2,305,481 shares of 
common stock outstanding at the 
end of that year. 


Auto Capital 
Envisioned As 


Air Center 


DETROIT.—Because of its posi- 
tion as auto capital of the world, 
Detroit may become one of the 
world’s most important interna- 
tional air-traffic centers, it was 


indicated here last week by Oswald | 


Ryan, of the U. S. Civil Aeronau- 
tics Board. 


Addressing the Economic Club of | 


Detroit, Ryan cited these advan- 
tages: 

1. Detroit is one of the world’s 
principal producers of automotive 
equipment, machine tools and many 
of the other essential elements of 
world reconstruction. 

2. It is squarely on the air track 
which is regarded by students of 
international air transportation as 
'the world’s greatest international 
air-transit route. 


Ryan pointed out that air trans- | 
portation surmounts the barriers of | 


land and water which have made 
the city a “stub-line railroad town,” 
with the disadvantages of other 
nonseaport cities. 


Lighter Cutback Gc 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Canada’s top figure is 35 percent while this country’s figure 


is not firm but estimated at 20 percent. 
Meanwhile, WPB announced that wherever possible labor 
would be kept on new war jobs in the same plant after 


munitions contracts are cut 


back or canceled. If workers 


must be laid off, WPB said, other war plants will get first 
call on their services, civilian-goods production last call. 
Management and labor will be consulted in every major in- 
dustry before the initial large-scale cancellations are made 
following the downfall of Germany. The international angle 
on cutbacks was revealed when C. D. Howe, Canada’s recon- 
struction minister, announced that the Anglo-American- 


Canadian combined resources 


board had agreed to a 35 per- 


cent cutback in all three countries. Later, Howe asserted 
that the figure applied only to Canada and even this is the 
maximum. Hiland G. Batcheller, vice-chairman of WPB, 
said that he was flabbergasted at Howe’s first statement, 
adding that it is impossible to set any definite figure for 
this country until the Army and Navy can determine more 
definite production needs for defeating Japan. 


Truck, Bus Tire 
Output Up 48% 
In 3 Months 


WASHINGTON. — A “superhu- 
man effort” by’ men and manage- 
ment in the tire industry to supply 
the increasing demands of the Eu- 
ropean front boosted truck tire 
production 46 percent in three 
months despite a severe winter, 
freight embargoes, and power dif- 
ficulties, Hiland G. Batcheller, 
chief of operations for the War 
Production Board, revealed last 
week. 


Batcheller pointed out that 1,770,- 
000 vitally-needed truck and bus 
tires had been turned out in Janu- 
ary. A total of 1,217,000 such tires 
were produced in October, 1944. 


However, the record was made at 
the expense of reducing inventories 
of critical raw materials. 


“The tremendous rate of tire 
production has practically exhaust- 
ed the inventory of carbon black,” 
he said, “while the inventory of tire 
cord stocks has dropped down to 
| dangerously low levels. The supply 
lof these two critical components 
must be brought back to full work- 
jing levels. Definite steps are being 
| taken to develop new facilities for 
making carbon black and tire cord, 
so we may shoot at new tire pro- 
duction goals.” 

Batcheller warned that during 
March and April the carbon black 
situation will remain the chief fac- 
tor limiting the possible output of 
the heavy-tire plants, and said that 
studies are now being completed to 
determine whether the tire-work- 
ers and the industry may tempor- 
arily be given a release from Sun- 
|day operations until the supply of 
|carbon black catches up with tire 





| requirements and with the acceler- 
ating production rate of industry 
and the tire-workers. This would 
also give tire manufacturers an 
opportunity to rehabilitate their 
overworked equipment, he said. 

Batcheller made public the fol- 
lowing data on production of tires 
other than truck sizes: 

1. During January, the prelim- 
inary production figure for airplane 
tires was 110,200, which practically 
met all orders for tires for air- 
planes and marks an eight percent 
improvement over October, 1944. 

2. During January, 227,000 trac- 
tor-implement tires were produced, 
an improvement of 29 percent over 
October production. 

3. During January, 2,013,000 pas- 
senger car and motorcycle tires 
were produced. This is 62,000 less 
than were produced in October, 
1944. Only sufficient cotton cord to 
make approximately 5,000,000 tires 
jin the first quarter is available. 
| Therefore production of passenger 
car and motorcycle tires will de- 
|ecrease substantially during Febru- 
ary and in March. 





erful new tank the T-26 described 
by Undersecretary of War Robert 


Patterson has described the T-26 
las “the most powerful tank we 
have ever built.” “Its wide tracks 
|give it power and flotation in mud,” 
he said. “Its big 90mm. gun gives 
|it more firepower than any tank 
we have ever built.” 

| The new land fortress was de- 
signed, engineered and manufac- 
tured by Fisher Body in collabora- 
tion with Army Ordnance develop- 
ment engineers of the Office, Chief 
of Ordnance, Detroit. 

T. P. Archer, general manager of 
Fisher Body, said the T-26 is being 
produced in quantity at Fisher 
Body’s Grand Blane (Michigan) 
tank plant. Other Fisher Body 
plants at Detroit, Flint, Grand Rap- 
ids and Cleveland are building ma- 








vehicle. 

Simultaneously Archer disclosed 
that Fisher Body has built more 
than 16,000 tanks and tank destroy- 
ers including the M-4 General Sher- 
man and the M-36 “Slugger,” which 
have paced Allied offensives in the 





European theatre, since it con- 
verted to war production in Janu- 
ary, 1942. 
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Firestone Opens 
2 Million Dollar 
Research Lab 


AKRON.—Completion of what he 
termed the largest and most ad- 
vanced laboratory ever created for 
the development of improved tires 
and other rubber and plastic prod- 
ucts was announced last week by 
John W. Thomas, chairman of the 
Firestone Tire and Rubber Co. 

Thomas said the $2,000,000 labor- 
atory, designed to open a new era 
in the rubber industry, will bring 
immediate acceleration of research 
into improved synthetic rubber for 
military tires, electronic vulcaniza- 
tion of rubber, lighter flak vests for 
airmen, and dozens of other war- 
time projects. 

Plastic dresses and suits, tires in 
which synthetic rubbers of various 
types are “tailored” to fit the needs 
of civilian motorists, rubber and 
plastic films to permit air transport 
of fresh tropical fruits to Ameri- 
can dinner tables, and luxurious 
rubber mattresses and cushions are 
typical of the postwar projects 
which will undergo further devel- 
opment in the new laboratory, ac- 
cording to Thomas. 





Fisher, Chrysler Producing 
‘Most Powerful? Tank 


DETROIT.—Production of a pow- | 


DETROIT.— Making the new T-26 
|tank, which it is already produc- 
ing, is just another job for the De- 


|P. Patterson as “the answer to the|troit Tank Arsenal, Chrysler offi- 
|German Tiger tank,” was an-/|cials said last week. 
{nounced last week by Fisher Body. | 


According to the undersecretary 
|of war, Robert P. Patterson, the 
|new T-26 tank is “the most power- 
| ful tank we have ever built” and is 
|““‘the answer to the German Tiger 
| tank.” He said that its wide tracks 
give it power and floatation in mud 
and its big 90 MM gun gives it 
|more firepower than any tank the 
| United States has ever built. 

The T-26 is the tenth different 
model of medium or heavy tank 
already turned out in the Detroit 
Tank Arsenal. 


De Sate Roose 
B-29 Output 


DETROIT.—Greatly expanded 
operations and increased produc- 
tion of complete nose _ sections, 
leading wing edges and engine 
cowlings for the Boeing B-29 
Superfortress were announced last 
week by C. E. Bleicher, president of 
De Soto, with the receipt of addi- 





tional orders for the above B-29 
parts. 





